Sunday Service
31 January 2021
-

Welcome
GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP
Responses and Prayer of Praise
The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
Day a er day they pour forth speech;
night a er night they display knowledge.

Psalm 19v1-2

Li up your hearts! We li them up to the Lord!
Hymn
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;
Endless is the victory, Thou o’er death hast won;
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
Kept the folded grave clothes where Thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,
Endless is the victory, Thou o’er death hast won.
2. Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly He greets us, sca ers fear and gloom;
Let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing;
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its s ng.
3. No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of life;
Life is naught without Thee; aid us in our strife;
Make us more than conquerors, through Thy deathless love:
Bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above.
GOD CALLS US TO CONFESS OUR SINS
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Confession
Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight. We
are sorry and repent. Have mercy on us according to your love. Wash away
our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your salva on; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

God’s Promise of Forgiveness
Psalm 19v12-13
Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults.
Keep your servant also from wilful sins; may they not rule over me.
Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, con rm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Words of Thanks and Praise
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God,
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our
prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.
GOD CALLS US TO SERVE HIM
Bible Reading
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Philippians 1v18-26

Words of belief.
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, su ered under Pon us Pilate, was
cruci ed, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec on of the body, and the life
everlas ng. Amen.
*means universal
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Bible Reading
Daniel 3v1-18
1King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits
wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2He then
summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisors, treasurers, judges,
magistrates and all the other provincial o cials to come to the dedica on of
the image he had set up. 3So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisors,
treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial o cials assembled

for the dedica on of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and
they stood before it.
4Then

the herald loudly proclaimed, ‘Na ons and peoples of every language,
this is what you are commanded to do: 5as soon as you hear the sound of the
horn, ute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you must fall down
and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.
6Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a
blazing furnace.’
7Therefore,

as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, ute, zither, lyre,
harp and all kinds of music, all the na ons and peoples of every language fell
down and worshipped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set
up.
8At

this me some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 9They
said to King Nebuchadnezzar, ‘May the king live for ever! 10Your Majesty has
issued a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, ute, zither,
lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image
of gold, 11and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown
into a blazing furnace. 12But there are some Jews whom you have set over the
a airs of the province of Babylon – Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego – who
pay no a en on to you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor
worship the image of gold you have set up.’
13Furious

with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, 14and Nebuchadnezzar
said to them, ‘Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not
serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15Now when you
hear the sound of the horn, ute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music,
if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if
you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace.
Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?’
16Shadrach,

Meshach and Abednego replied to him, ‘King Nebuchadnezzar, we
do not need to defend ourselves before you in this ma er. 17If we are thrown
into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he
will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18But even if he does not, we want
you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the
image of gold you have set up.’
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Sermon

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
tempta on but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.
GOD SENDS US OUT INTO THE WORLD
Hymn
In Christ alone, my hope is found; He is my hope, my strength, my song;
this Cornerstone, this Solid Ground, rm through the ercest drought and
storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are s lled, when
strivings cease! My Comforter! My All in All! Here in the love of Christ I stand.
2. In Christ alone, who took on esh, fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gi of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save:
ll on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was sa s ed –
for every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live.
3. There in the ground His body lay, light of the world by darkness slain:
then burs ng forth in glorious day, up from the grave he rose again!
And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;
for I am His and He is mine – bought with the precious blood of Christ.
4. No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me;
from life’s rst cry to nal breath, Jesus commands my des ny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand;
ll He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I’ll stand!
Blessing
Philippians 1v9-11
And this is my (our) prayer: that your love may abound more and more in
knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is
best and may be pure and blameless un l the day of Christ, 11 lled with the
fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise
of God.

fi

ti

ti

fi

ti

fi

ti

fi

fl

fi

ti

fi

ti

ti

ti

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen.

ft

ti

ti

Collect, Prayers of intercession and Lord’s Prayer
Epiphany 4
Lord God, you know that we are in the midst of such dangers and that we
cannot always stand upright because of the frailty of our nature: grant us
strength and protec on to support us in all dangers and carry us through all
tempta ons, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

