Morning Service
Sunday 30 August 2020
Call to Worship
Isaiah 40v12-13 and 25-26
12
Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth
of his hand marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a
basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance? 13
Who has understood the mind of the LORD, or instructed him as his
counsellor?
25

"To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?" says the Holy One. 26
Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings
out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name. Because of his
great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.
Lift up your hearts! We lift them up to the Lord!
Hymn
All glory, laud, and honour to you, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.
You are the King of Israel and David's royal Son,
now in the Lord's name coming, the King and Blessed One.
2. The company of angels is praising you on high;
and we with all creation in chorus make reply.
The people of the Hebrews with palms before you went;
our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present.
3. To you before your passion they sang their hymns of praise;
to you, now high exalted, our melody we raise.
As you received their praises, accept the prayers we bring,
for you delight in goodness, O good and gracious King!
Confession
Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight. We
are sorry and repent. Have mercy on us according to your love. Wash away
our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your salvation; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Assurance of our forgiveness
Isaiah 40v29-31
29
He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 30 Even
youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31 but those
who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Words of Thanks and Praise
1
The LORD reigns, he is robed in majesty;
the LORD is robed in majesty
and is armed with strength.
The world is firmly established;
it cannot be moved.
2
Your throne was established long ago;
you are from all eternity.

Psalm 93

3

The seas have lifted up, O LORD,
the seas have lifted up their voice;
the seas have lifted up their pounding waves.
4
Mightier than the thunder of the great waters,
mightier than the breakers of the sea—
the LORD on high is mighty.
5

Your statutes stand firm;
holiness adorns your house
for endless days, O LORD.

Words of belief (please stand)
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
*means universal

Bible Reading
Acts 8v26-40
26
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road--the desert
road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." 27 So he started out, and on his
way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the
treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem
to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book
of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near
it."
30

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the
prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked.
31

"How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited
Philip to come up and sit with him.
32

The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:
"He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
33
In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth."

34

The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about,
himself or someone else?" 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of
Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.
36

As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch
said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptised?" 37 38 And he gave
orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into
the water and Philip baptised him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him
again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus
and travelled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached
Caesarea.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Sermon – Acts 8v26-40
1. The Good News is for all
2. The Good News is about Jesus as found in the Bible
3. Passing on the Good News involves us, nut is powered by God

Prayers
Lord’s Prayer - Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, &
the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.
Hymn
O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
thy power throughout the universe displayed:
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!
2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze:
3. And when I think that God—his Son not sparing —
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in;
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
he bled and died to take away my sin:
4. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home—what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!
Blessing
Psalm 33v20-22
We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 21 In him our
hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. 22 May your unfailing love rest
upon us, O LORD, even as we put our hope in you.

